
 
 
 
 
FOR FAVOUR OF PUBLICITY                                              19th November, 2009 

 
Statement circulated by Shri Ram Naik, BJP leader & former Petroleum Minister in a 

press conference held in Mumbai on 19th November, 2009 
 

Why Cable- Stayed Bridge across Manori Creek?- Asks Ram Naik. 
 

Mumbai, Thursday : "Whom does the Maharashtra Government desire to favour by 
building 'Cable-Stayed Bridge' worth Rs.200 crore on Manori-Marve Creek?" 
questioned Shri Ram Naik, BJP leader & former Petroleum Minister in a press 
conference held today in Mumbai.  "The stayed bridge is being proposed to favour 
builders' lobby and other sharks. Besides harming environment and natural beauty of 
coastal villages viz. Manori, Gorai and Uttan, it would also endanger livelihood of 
local fishermen and farmers. We would therefore oppose any such bridge", stated Shri 
Naik. 
 
"Fishing and farming are the major activities of  villagers of Manori (7,500 
population), Gorai (7,000 population) and Uttan (30,000 population).  The cable-
stayed bridge would adversely affect these activities as well as the environment.  The 
State Government must explain why the bridge is being proposed though the local 
people have not asked for it", demanded Shri Ram Naik. 
 
Shri Naik also asserted that the bridge is being built up to protect the vested interests 
of builders and other businessmen.  "The Bridge will create tension between locals 
and these builders.  Manori, Gorai and Uttan would be like Thane, Raigad districts 
having disturbances due to SEZ on every other day", commented Shri Naik. 
 
Shri Naik referred to his successful efforts as the Petroleum Minister to bring under-
sea piped drinking water to these villages with the help of the Indian Oil Corporation 
as a social welfare project.  He said," Then the same government did not have four 
crore rupees for the water project but now it is all set to go for the bridge worth Rs. 
200 crore." 
 
The Naik also rejected the MMRDA's claim, as stated in their advertisement, to 
reduce traffic congestion of south-north link roads viz. Western Express Highway and 
Swami Vivekanand Road.  "I wonder how the proposed bridge at Manori would 
reduce this traffic congestion.  Probably the government does not know that now the 
third Link Road is also being used for the same traffic", said Shri Naik. 
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Shri Naik wondered whether the MMRDA has obtained clearance from the Defence 
and Environment Ministries for the project.  Navy's 'INS Hamla' and Army's 'Heavy 
Bridge Training Centre' are located at the same Marve coast.  It is difficult to believe 
that the Defence Ministry would have given a green signal for the project.  The entire 
creek is rich in mangroves which naturally protect the coast from sea-erosion.  The 
MMRDA must therefore clarify the position", said Shri Naik. He also warned the 
government that they must withdraw this anti-people and anti-environment project or 
else face people's agitation. 
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